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Agenda No   
 

AGENDA MANAGEMENT SHEET 
 

Name of Committee 
 

Adult Social Care and Health Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee 

Date of Committee 
 

16th September 2010 

Report Title 
 

Best Health for Older People in 
Warwickshire: Joint Director of Public 
Health Annual Report 

Summary 
 

This report aims to highlight some of the main health 
and social care needs of this population. It 
summarises the current services and priority work 
programmes in place to meet these needs.  It will also 
provide a starting point for talks with our local 
communities and partners around our older people’s 
needs and how together we can address them. 

For further information 
please contact: 

Rachel Robinson 
Warwickshire PCT 
Tel:  01926 493491 ext 214 
 
 
 
 

Would the recommended 
decision be contrary to the 
Budget and Policy 
Framework? 

No.  

Background papers 
 

None. 

       
CONSULTATION ALREADY UNDERTAKEN:- Details to be specified 
 
Other Committees   ..................................................    
 
Local Member(s) X Not Applicable 
 
Other Elected Members X Councillor L Caborn, Councillor D Shilton, 

Councillor S Tooth, Councillor C Rolfe 
 
Cabinet  Member X Councillor I Seccombe, Councillor A Farnell 
 
Chief Executive   ..................................................   
 
Legal X Alison Hallworth, Adult and Community Team 

Leader 
 
Finance X Chris Norton, Strategic Finance Manager 
 
Other Chief Officers   ..................................................   
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District Councils   ..................................................   
 
Health Authority   ..................................................   
 
Police   ..................................................   
 
Other Bodies/Individuals 
 

X Michelle McHugh, O&S Manager 

 
FINAL DECISION YES 
 
SUGGESTED NEXT STEPS:    Details to be specified 

 
Further consideration by 
this Committee 

  ..................................................   

 
To Council   ..................................................  
 
To Cabinet 
 

  ..................................................   

 
To an O & S Committee 
 

  ..................................................   

 
To an Area Committee 
 

  ..................................................   

 
Further Consultation 
 

  ..................................................   
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  Agenda No    
 

   Adult Social Care and Health Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee – 16th September 2010 

 
Best Health for Older People in Warwickshire:  
Joint Director of Public Health Annual Report 

 
Report of the Joint Director of Public Health 

 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that the Overview and Scrutiny Committee consider and comment 
on the annual report which is attached at Appendix A. 
 
 
1. Overview 
  
1.1 The population of Warwickshire is ageing at a faster rate than the national 

average. 
  
1.2 Inequalities continue to persist in this population. 
  
1.3 There are number of specific challenges for people living in rural areas. 
  
2. Main findings 
  
2.1 Healthy lifestyle behaviours vary considerably within our over 50s population. 
  
2.2 Long term conditions are the ‘invisible epidemic’ for elderly people. 
  
2.3 Elderly people disproportionately use hospital care. 
  
3. Key challenges for health and social care services in 

Warwickshire 
  
3.1 For the general population aged 50 and above, how do we promote health, 

independence and well-being? This is the challenge for Public Health. 
  
3.2 For the population aged 75 and above, how do we identify the problems which 

threaten health, independence and well-being at an early stage and respond 
appropriately? This is a challenge for Primary Care. 

  
3.3 For the population aged 75 plus, how do we reduce unnecessary needs for 

hospital care and long term care services. This is a challenge for hospital and 
community services, working together. 
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4. Our Plans 
  
4.1 Promoting health, independence and well-being by finding older people every 

opportunity to stay active, physically and mentally, and to strengthen networks 
with families and friends to avoid social isolation. 

  
4.2 Reducing unmet needs and risks through participation in a nationally funded 

project to ensure systematic identification and personalised response to older 
people’s health and care needs. 

   
4.3 Reducing the impact of frailty by an enhanced community response to assess 

the older person in their own home, expert care to diagnose and treat underlying 
medical conditions, early transfer for rehabilitation services and a 
comprehensive multi-disciplinary assessment of longer term care needs. 

  

5. Recommendations 
  
5.1 Life expectancy: NHS Warwickshire, Warwickshire County Council and partners 

should develop an action plan to reduce the variation in life expectancy and 
healthy life expectancy at age 65 years across the county. 

  
5.2 Health inequalities: All NHS and local government strategies and action plans 

for Older People need to explicitly identify how they will tackle health inequalities 
in older age and how they will address the needs of older ethnic minorities, 
disabled and other minority groups. 

  
5.3 Prevention: All the statutory agencies and services must develop a greater 

focus on disease prevention and health promotion among older people. This 
includes improving access to screening services and promoting healthy eating, 
physical activity and smoking cessation. 

  
5.4 Fuel poverty: There are over 300 excess winter deaths across Warwickshire 

each year. We need to clearly identify and action the role of Primary Care and 
Community Health Services working with local government to tackle this. 

  
5.5 Rural Isolation: Primary Care and Community Services need to clearly 

demonstrate how their plans and services tackle rural isolation and access to 
services in rural areas. 

  
5.6 Dementia: The health service and local government across Warwickshire must 

urgently ratify and implement a simple strategy and pathway of care and support 
for dementia. 

  
5.7 End of life care: The Gold Standards Framework (GSF) for palliative 

identification and support to improve skills around care planning and 
identification of patients in the last year of life needs to be fully embedded in 
primary care to enable support to more people to be cared for at home and die 
in a place of their choosing. 
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JOHN LINNANE   
Joint Director of Public Health   
 
Shire Hall 
Warwick 
 
September 2010 
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